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March 5, 1981 
“‘Diner’ Casting”
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Paul Reiser has a slew of movies coming 
out this year, including “War on Every-
one,” “The Devil and the Deep Blue Sea,” 

“The Darkness” and “Joshy.” Also upcoming: 
the second season of Amazon’s “Red Oaks” 
plus the May 3 release of the “Mad About You” 
boxed set, with all 164 episodes.  The standup 
comic  was fi rst mentioned in Variety on March 
5, 1981, when he was cast in  Barry Levinson’s 
 “Diner.” SHALINI DORE

What was “Diner” like?
 It  was my fi rst job in show 
business. It was a crazy cir-
cumstance. A friend of mine 
was going in for an audition, 
and I was waiting for him, 
when casting director Ellen 
Chenoweth asked if I had a 
[headshot], and I said  no.  I 
went back the next day with 
a picture; next thing I know, 
I was in a movie. It was a 
great way to start a career 
— highly regarded director, 
(and the movie was) so well 
received. 

How did you 
get into writing?
Barry Levinson gave me 
my fi rst job and got me 
started writing. He said, 
“Here’s what you do: Just 
start writing.” And that was 
the fi rst step. Part of the 
reason I became a writer 
is I don’t like to pitch. 
Barry  was an important 
friend and supporter. I 
work with a couple of writ-
ers now that I really spark 
with. It’s what you do; you 
always want young fresh 
voices to work with.

Any other teachers?
For sure. In standup comedy, 
 there  was a very strong bond 
among all the comics who 
started at the same time. We 
were rooting for each other; 
with jokes, they’d say, “Does 
this adjustment help you?” 

Do you ever read reviews 
about yourself?
I try not to, unless someone 
says, “You must read this 
lovely compliment.” It’s dan-
gerous; we all wish we could 
be blase  and “I don’t care.” 
But you do care. You don’t 
want to read even a compli-
ment. Something sticks.

Are you still in touch with 
your co-stars from “Diner”?
I’m still very friendly with 
Daniel Stern and Tim Daly, 
Ellen Barkin. There’s a cer-
tain bond from that; we’re 
very fond of each other. Kevin 
Bacon [another co-star] did a 
cameo on “Mad About You.”  
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Paul Reiser
“A friend of mine was going in for an audition, and I was waiting for him, 

when casting director Ellen Chenoweth asked if I had a [headshot]. … I went 
back the next day with a picture; next thing I know, I was in a movie.”

 Visit VarietyUltimate.com for 
every issue of Variety from 1906 
to the present. Educational and 
research institutions, please 
call (323) 617-9555.
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