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ACANTHA LANG

BEAUTIFUL DREAMS

[MAGNOLIA BLUE]

From New Orleans via NYC, first as a blues singer and

the fulfilment of her ambitions to go solo as a soul artist,
Acantha Lang is not a woman to give up easily. June 30
will see the release of Beautiful Dreams on the artist’s
own Magnolia Blue label, a 13-track set of undiluted
soulfulness that could very easily have been one of [say]
summer 74's top soul releases, such is its sound and style. We’ve mentioned Acantha’s Betty
Wright, Ann Peebles and Gladys Knight influences numerous times over the last couple of
years, and there’s no doubt she fits right with the mid-seventies musical manifestations of
all three of those artists, albeit with a down-home Louisiana edge to it all. The latter can be
heard most prominently on the street marching/second line outro to the final cut, Ride This
Train — an extended version unheard prior to the album’s release — but the city’s rhythms
and [especially] guitar licks pervade the greater part of the project. The singles are all here,
of course, so favourites such as her tribute to her mum, Lois Lang the song she wrote about
her absent father, Come Back Home, the wistful Sugar Woman, Rufus-ish He Said, She Said
the bluesy River Keep Runnin’, and the Miami-meets-Meters laid-back funk of Whatever
Happened To Our Love... they’re all right here, sounding like they belong as parts of a
complete and satisfying package. Maybe the neatest trick, though — bearing in mind how hard
| know she's worked on this since COVID — is how relaxed and easy she manages to make it all
sound now it’s together in one place. Itll be interesting to see how this goes down back in her

homeland too. My guess is they’ll love it.
Chris Wells % % % %
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